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Have you ever caught yourself thinking, “I will be so much happier once I
graduate?”

Think back to your high school years. Didn't you believe life would be perfect
and happy once you reached college? Was that actually true? You were likely happy
for the first few days after being accepted, but then you began confronting new
realities and difficulties. Slowly, that initial gratitude faded into the background.

Now, let’s return to the first question: Do you believe you will be happier after
graduation? If your answer is yes, I want you to reflect on the end of your high
school years. Think about the moment you finished the 4. You likely thought you
would live a happy life, free of worries about the future, because you were headed
to the school you wanted.

Look at your life now. Are you significantly happier? Or do you simply look back
at the moment you walked out of that exam room, excited for a future that has now
become your repetitive present?

Life does not simply “become” happy. When you graduate, your quality of life as
an officer will certainly improve. You'll have your own place, no room inspections,
no military duties after duty hours, and a higher paycheck. But the point is this: we
will eventually get used to them. We will start chasing the next goal, saying, “My
life will be better when 1 get promoted” or “I'll be happier when I retire from the
military”. We enjoy those milestones for maybe a few days, and then we face a new
set of difficulties.

We see billionaires and celebrities who possess lifestyles that many people want,
but they are sometimes unhappy. Human beings are rarely satisfied with money and
fame. The more we have, the more we pursue. Therefore, we must learn how to be
happy right now.

Today’s value is not less than tomorrow’s. Your life as a cadet is not worth less
than your life as an officer. Your life as a student pilot is not worth less than your
life as a pilot. EVERY SINGLE DAY MATTERS. True happiness comes from
recognizing the value in your daily life, not from a version of yourself one year or
ten years in the future.

You might ask, “How can I appreciate my daily life when it is difficult?” My
answer is simple: Practice positive thinking. At first, it might feel like you are
“faking” it or tricking your brain. However, if you persist, positivity becomes a
habit. Eventually, that habit becomes your attitude, and that attitude becomes who
you truly are. Now, when I wake up, rather than dreading classes or military
training, I choose to get excited about the day ahead. Interacting with friends,
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Don't Wait for Tomorrow to Be Happy

hitting the gym, or finally mastering a difficult concept in class becomes fun and
meaningful. Even small moments such as looking at the mountains, the sky, or the
birds, can make a day. I choose to focus on these “good things” rather than the “bad
things” during my limited time.

Living in a foreign country was not easy for me. Surviving within a different
culture, a different language, and the military training that even happens during the
weekends taught me an important lesson: I had to start appreciating my “today”,
even when it was far from ideal, rather than making my “tomorrow” responsible for
my happiness.
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