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When I came to the United States
Air Force Academy (USAFA) to go
through Basic Cadet Training, the
first thing I saw was the “Core
Values” on a big wall: “Integrity
First, Service Before Self, and
Excellence in All We Do.” These
values are what the United States
Air Force wants USAFA cadets to
follow and pursue first and
foremost. As a Korean Cadet
attending USAFA, I want to share
my thoughts on the Core Values
with you.

Integrity First. Integrity in this
phrase means “doing the right
thing even though no one is
watching”. We joined the military
to protect our country and its
people. Our responsibility is
important and carries a lot of
weight. Imagine you are a pilot on
alert duty; it might seem like
nothing would happen, so you
decided to drink with your friends
on base. If North Korea decides to
invade our territory at that very
moment, it will result in countless
deaths. As you can see from this
case, not doing the right thing
because nobody was watching can
cause huge problems, especially to
the people and our nation.
Therefore, as cadets, we must
maintain our integrity. Not only
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because it is the basic requirement
for military members, but also,
because it would make us better
cadets and officers.

Service Before Self. We joined the
military to serve. As a military
member, I believe we should be
ready to fight against any enemy
that threatens our country and way
of life. We can lose our friends,
family and even our own lives in
battle, be it on the offensive or
defensive side. I know it is difficult
to come to terms with these
thoughts while carrying on with
daily life. However, it is our
responsibility to fully recognize
what we signed up for and think
about what we have to do as an Air
Force officer in the future. We must
always remind ourselves that
service is the overarching premise
as to why we are in the military.

Excellence in All We Do. In this
context, excellence does not mean
that we must do our job flawlessly.
Rather, it challenges us to improve
slightly every single day. We must
continuously improve each day
even if it means the difference is
ever so slight. No one is perfect.
Everyvone makes mistakes.
However, if we keep making the
same mistakes and do not fix them,
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Values we should follow

the Air Force will be forever
stagnant. We have to be stronger
than yesterday to defend our
country against increasing global
threats. We have to be smarter than
yesterday, lest the enemy trick us.
We have to be better equipped and
trained than yesterday to win the
war and destroy the adversary. If
we settle for where we are now, we
are not going to be able to do our
job, protecting our sovereignty.
Being better than yesterday is the
fundamental meaning of Excellence
in All We Do.

The Core Values provide the

baseline for USAFA cadets on how
to become a good cadet and future
officer. Despite the different
cultures, backgrounds, and
characteristics between the two
academies, those values are
extremely important to us as well,
since it covers all aspects of the
military. It brings us all together as
airmen fighting for one common
mission: to protect our country and
the people. I want you to reflect
deeply on the meaning of these
values and what you can do to
apply them throughout your cadet
career.

(EX: United States Air Force Academy)
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